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15. A method of obtaining an agent that promotes retroviral 
integration into the genome of a mammalian cell, the method 
comprising: 



"^ct-ances that comprise RNA 

RAD 5 2 




selecting one • 
5 with nucleotide seq 
gene sequence, whic 
ribozyme specific J 
testing the t» 
promote retroviral 
10 cell, by providing 
into which a retr< 

change in retroviral integration "into tuc 
mammalian cell compared with a control experiment, 

wherein an increase in retroviral integration compared 
15 with the control experiment is indicative of ability of the 
test substance to promote retroviral integration into the 
genome of a mammalian cell and said agent is thereby obtained. 




termining a 
f the 



16. A method according to claim 15 further comprising 
20 formulating the obtained agent into a composition comprising 
at least one additional component. 
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17. A method of inhibiting retroviral integration in a 
mammalian cell, the method comprising increasing mammalian 
RAD52 DNA-binding activity in the cell. 



18. A method according to claim 17 comprising causing 
overexpression of mammalian RAD52 protein or a DNA-binding 
fragment thereof within the cell. 

19, A method according to claim 18 comprising introducing 
into the cell nucleic acid encoding mammalian RAD52 protein or 
a DNA-binding fragment thereof. 



